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Practice Focus

Business Litigation
Business Litigation - Antitrust
False Claims Act
Health Care
Investigations
Investigations - FCPA
Securities and Commodities
Litigation
White Collar - Procurement fraud
White Collar Defense

Education

Harvard Law School, J.D., 1967
University of Wisconsin, 1964

Phi Beta Kappa

Roger Zuckerman is a native Washingtonian. He joined the United
States Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia directly from
Harvard Law School.  At the age of 27, he became Acting Chief of the
Appellate Section there. In the years that followed, he also
prosecuted to verdict numerous serious felony trials. These included
two of the longest conspiracy prosecutions ever brought in the
District of Columbia to that time, resulting in the conviction by jury
verdict or plea of approximately 50 defendants. In recognition of his
work, he was one of 12 Assistant United States Attorneys from
around the country in 1971 to be awarded by the Department of
Justice the Assistant United States Attorney’s Award for
Distinguished Performance.

At the age of 30, directly from the United States Attorney’s Office, Roger entered
the private practice of law and co-founded Zuckerman Spaeder a short time
thereafter. The firm, with its main offices at the intersection of Connecticut, M and
18th Streets N.W., has operated continuously from that location for well over 40
years. It has grown to include offices in New York, Florida, and Maryland. Early on
and to this day it has been involved in many of the most significant and topical
cases, both criminal and civil, litigated in this country. For decades, it has been
regarded as one of the most respected litigation boutiques in the United States,
and has routinely appeared with or against law firms many times its size. Its
lawyers rank among the most prominent nationally in the bar, among the most
respected nationally in their specialties, and among the most active in their local
communities. The firm’s lawyers have included those who have gone on to
significant appellate or trial judgeships, to serve in high government positions, or to
become leaders in legal education.

Roger’s practice has been one of unusual scope. He has appeared in the trial or
appellate courts of 16 states and the District of Columbia. His trial cases have
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sometimes been of significant length and often outside the District of Columbia. In
his longest trial, he resided in Florida for nine months while in trial. These cases
have spanned the gamut but most often have involved complex civil or criminal
disputes, some highly publicized and some not. These have included major fraud
and securities matters, international business transactions, customs and
immigration disputes, attorney and accounting regulatory matters, healthcare
investigations, forfeitures, tax disputes, and comparable business matters. On
occasion, they have involved more prosaic “common law” matters, including
homicides, which Roger has also successfully litigated to verdict.

Roger’s clients also span the gamut. They have involved some of the most
prominent executives in the largest fraud cases of the last two decades, including
the very most senior executives at Enron, Refco (the world’s largest futures
brokerage at the time of its demise), and the Stanford International Bank. His
clients have also included some of the country’s most prominent lawyers and law
firms and senior business executives located outside the United States in Europe
and Central and South America.  They have included entities and individuals
involved in political and social activism, notably the animal protection movement,
efforts to protect the rights of Vietnam Veterans, and long-standing campaigns to
stanch youth violence. His clients have also included members of unpopular or
controversial political movements.

Roger has spent more than four decades focused on the practice of law in and
around courtrooms. He is a longtime member of the American College of Trial
Lawyers. He has been listed in the book The Best Lawyers in America® for 37
years, since its initial publication in 1983. Among his community endeavors, Roger
has supported the Stanton Elementary School in southeast Washington, D.C., his
old alma mater, and returned several years ago to deliver the fifth-grade
graduation address.

Roger and his wife Irene have long lived in Potomac, Maryland. They have two
daughters, both law school graduates, and five grandchildren. Among Roger’s
hobbies is weight lifting, which he has done (much to the regret of his back, knees,
and shoulders) for 50 years.

Experience
Represented the president of Enron Energy Services (EES) throughout lengthy
grand jury, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and civil matters
arising from the collapse of Enron. This representation spanned almost a
decade, and involved numerous lawsuits as well as significant SEC and grand
jury inquiries. The client avoided criminal and civil sanctions and we successfully
resolved matter with SEC.
Represented The Fund for Animals in the defense of complex civil claims
brought in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
Represented the president of Refco, the country’s largest securities brokerage.
The matter involved allegations of securities fraud and involved a four-week trial
in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York.
Represented the president of the Stanford International Bank in connection with
the collapse of the Stanford Financial Corporation, an insurer of approximately
$7 billion in certificates of deposit. The matter involved an extensive grand jury
investigation, an extensive investigation by the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), and various collateral inquiries.
Represented a senior official of a European airline company in a grand jury
investigation in the United States involving allegations of price-fixing. Our client



avoided criminal and civil sanctions.
Represented a senior official of a European construction company in a grand jury
investigation in the United States involving allegations of price-fixing. Our client
avoided criminal and civil sanctions.
Represented a Fortune 50 company in connection with Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) issues arising in Asia. Our client avoided criminal and civil
sanctions.
Represented a senior executive of a major health care provider in an
investigation involving implantable cardiovascular devices that purportedly
malfunctioned. Our clients avoided criminal and civil sanctions.
Represented a senior executive of a major health care provider in an
investigation involving purported violations of the Computer Fraud and Abuse
Act. Our clients avoided criminal and civil sanctions.
Represented the president of a major corporation in connection with the
investigation of former Rep. William Jefferson, who was convicted of bribery
charges and sentenced to 13 years in prison. The firm’s client testified for the
government in its case against Rep. Jefferson.

Bar Admissions
District of Columbia

Court admissions
D.C. Court of Appeals
U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals, First Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit
U.S. Court of Federal Claims
U.S. District Court, District of Columbia
U.S. Supreme Court
U.S. Tax Court

Government Service
U.S. Attorney’s Office, District of Columbia

Assistant U.S. Attorney

Professional Leadership
Fellow, American College of Trial Lawyers
Member, Assistant U.S. Attorneys Association



Community Involvement
Founder and Chair, Zuckerman Foundation for Educational Excellence, Stanton
Elementary School (Roger’s elementary school)
Chair, Flannery Lecture Series Committee (presenting yearly lectures in the
District of Columbia by prominent jurists in memory of U.S. District Judge and
former U.S. Attorney Thomas A. Flannery)

Recognitions
Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business, Litigation: White-Collar
Crime and Government Investigations (District of Columbia)
The Best Lawyers in America®, Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial
Litigation, Criminal Defense: White-Collar
Benchmark Litigation, Local Litigation Star (Washington, DC)
Super Lawyers (Washington, DC)
Who's Who Legal, Thought Leader; Global Leader: Business Crime Defense -
Corporates and Individuals, Investigations, 2022
Washingtonian Magazine, Lifetime Lawyer, 2022
Who’s Who Legal, Thought Leader: GIR - Business Crime Defense - Corporates
&amp; Individuals; Global Recommended Lawyer: Business Crime Defense -
Corporates &amp; Individuals, 2020
Who’s Who Legal Global Recommended Lawyer: Investigations, 2021
Washingtonian Magazine, Top Lawyers, 2015
Washingtonian Magazine, Best Lawyers, 2011
Washingtonian Magazine, Top Lawyers, 2009
Washingtonian Magazine, Top Lawyers, 2007
Washingtonian Magazine, Top Lawyers, 2004
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