The line into the federal courthouse in Philadelphia was so long that November morning in 2014 that a
judge had assigned a special security detail to manage the crowd. Taking their places inside a courtroom
were top litigators from around the country, along with retired NFL players and their families, all waiting
their turn for airtime in front of a federal judge considering whether to approve one of the largest, most
controversial settlements in history.

Among the assembly was Eleanor Perfetto, the widow of a former Pittsburgh Steelers guard, mentally
rehearsing her lines. She repeated an affirmation: “Tell ‘em what you’re gonna say. Tell ‘em, and then
tell ‘'em again.” Joining her in opposition to the settlement were other wives, former players and veteran
corporate litigators, including Steven Molo of MoloLamken LLP and Dwight Bostwick of Zuckerman
Spaeder LLP.

Lawyers for the NFL were there, including Brad Karp of Paul Weiss Rifkind Wharton Garrison LLP. So too
was Chris Seeger of Seeger Weiss LLP, the lead counsel for plaintiffs in the case and one of the main
architects of the settlement.

The so-called fairness hearing is a forum for proponents and critics of class action settlements to
personally make their case to a judge before final approval. On this day, they had gathered before U.S.
District Judge Anita Brody, who presides over the consolidated multidistrict litigation against the NFL by







































